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Brethren all litigation was sinful. What then could he do?
This problem caused him much anxiety, but it was finally
solved. The East End Juvenile Mission represented his
heart interest, his life-work; it was the child of his hopes,
labours and prayers, so if its existence were threatened,
even litigation must be endured. Happily, however, inter-
mediaries set to work with despatch, and soon it was agreed
that an Arbitration Board, acting under a Rule of Court,
be set up with full authority to take evidence and pronounce
judgment.
This Board, then, was arranged by mutual consent, the
men appointed being wholly disinterested and eminently
qualified for their task. They were: Mr. John Maule, Q/C.,
Recorder of Leeds; the Rev. John Gale Miller, D.D., Canon
of Rochester; and Mr. William Graham, ex-M.P. for
Glasgow.
In June, 1877, the Arbitration Board began its sittings,
both sides being represented by Counsel. The author of the
pamphlet, the nominal plaintiff, placed his case in the hands
of Mr. St. John Wontner, who was backed by able associates;
Barnardo, as defendant, was represented by Mr. A. H.
Thesiger, Q.C., and two supporters.
For thirty-eight full days this Arbitration Board sat,
during which time all the charges hurled against Barnardo
were examined and re-examined. Twenty days were devoted
exclusively to the prosecution's assault, forty-seven witnesses
being called to substantiate their case; while, following this
onslaught, eighteen days were consumed by the defence,
who called sixty-five witnesses. Then, on the thirty-ninth
day, Barnardo, under cross-examination, refused to reveal
the identity of "Clerical Junius"; and that for obvious
reasons. "Clerical Junius", he admitted frankly, was a
personal friend. He admitted, too, that much material
contained in The Letters he himself had supplied. The second
letter, moreover, which in the heat of the moment he had
allowed to be printed, but which, upon due reflection, he